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Ward 3 Councilman Ellsworth
Tolliver said he felt Hoon’s
clients were asserting
“privilege” rather than the
“rule of law.”
“It’s as if one segment of
property owners has authority
over what other taxpayers may
wish to happen on public
streets.” Tolliver wrote to the
Kent Pilot. “The Historic
Commission has no authority
over the streets.”
“I understand the right to
e x p r e s s c o n c e r n t owa r d
decisions made that are not
p o p ul a r,” h e co n ti nued .
(Mural Page 2)

By Daniel Menefee

Citing the rule of law and a
process to approve permits for
street signs, a group of
citizens in the downtown
historic district have retained
local attorney, Phil Hoon, to
voice their objections to a
“Black Lives Matter” mural
that would be painted on High
Street and run from Water
Street to Cross Street.
In a letter hand delivered to
Town Hall on Tuesday, Hoon
said the concerns were based
on the rule of law and “have
nothing to do with, and are
not about, the Black Lives
Matter movement.”
Hoon said Wanda Boyer,
Mariah Wood and Arlene Lee,
who made a permit request at
the July 6 Council Meeting,
have no standing to apply for a
permit because the street is in
a public right of way and is
“essentially owned” by all the
citizens of Chestertown.
“No person has the right to
apply for a per mit [on

property] she or he does not
own, unless the owner of the
property signs the
application,” he wrote. He also
said if a permit request is to
be made by other than the
property owner, the permit
requester must have the
owner’s signed authorization.
The letter focuses on the
proposed mural as a “sign”
and not art.
“Signs in Chestertown,
par ticularly the Historic
District, are subject to specific
town regulations,” Hoon
wrote citing the zoning
ordinance. “No sign may
project beyond the property
line into a public way.”
Hoon said that the sign
must be approved by the
planning and zoning
commission and currently no
zoning ordinance exists that
allows for street signs to be
painted on the street. He said
allowing the murals would
require a text amendment
change.

He said the Historic
District Commission would
also be required to weigh-in
“to approve all exterior
construction activities in the
town’s Historic District.”
But Section 62 of the
Town Charter: Control of
public ways appears to give the
Town Council greater purview
over streets.
“The town shall have
control of all public ways in
the town except such as may
be under the jurisdiction
[jurisdiction] of the Maryland
State Highway Administration.
Subject to the laws of the
State of Maryland and this
charter, the town may do
whatever it deems necessary to
establish, operate and maintain
in good condition the public
ways of the town.”
Public ways include
“streets, avenues, roads,
highways,
public
thoroughfares, lanes, and
alleys.
In response to the letter,

Crazy Days Sidewalk
Sale Downtown! July
23 thru July 25
Mark your calendars for
Chestertown’s annual sidewalk
s a l e, C r a z y D ay s. T h e
shopping begins on Thursday,
July 23 and runs through
Saturday, July 25, with many
stores carrying the specials
into Sunday. This mid-summer
tradition is sponsored by the
D ow n t ow n C h e s t e r t ow n
Association, (DCA).
Shop safely outside! Great
deals can be found on
everything from men’s and
women’s designer fashions,
children’s clothing and toys,
jewelry, home décor, painting,
crafts, kitchen items, books,
art supplies, pampered pet
must-haves and even musical
instruments.
(Crazy Page 2)

(Crazy from page 1)
Shops will be open Friday and
Saturday night until 7 pm, and
the Kitchen at the Imperial
will be hosting one of its
popular al Fresco dinners on
Saturday. Reservations highly
suggested.
Restaurants are posting
“crazy days” specials, the
Animal Care Shelter for Kent
County will offer hot dog
lunches from 11 am to 4 pm
all three days, and the DCA
will be handing out free
popcorn. Ice Cream? Stam’s is
now open until 8 pm on
Friday and Saturday.
Shoppers and browsers,
please practice corona
courtesies; wear a mask and
respect social distancing – 6
feet when possible. We want
all of our customers and
employees to stay safe!

(Murals from page 1)
“What I challenge is the
effort tobully me into a
position when my position is
different from yours. The
most blatant act of systemic
racism is the use of the socalled “rule of law” that only
comes out when privilege is
perceived to be under attack.”
Arlene Lee, Co-Chair of
the Social Action Committee
for Racial Justice said the
o b j e c t i o n s b y H o o n ’s
downtown clients may be
premature.
“Any official action or
comment on a lawsuit that
hasn’t been filed yet — about
a permit request that hasn’t yet
been submitted — would be
inappropriate,” she wrote. “We
find it interesting that even the
mention of a mural, on the
street, would bring out such

vitriol.”
“It is particularly surprising
when the discussion is so
pointedly relevant to current
events and the history of our
town,” She continued. “We
wonder why it is so distressing
to even contemplate a
temporary painting on a street
designed to tell black folk here
and elsewhere that their lives
matter to Chester town?
Regardless, we think everyone
should save the comments,
and the threats, for after the
permit request has actually
been filed.
“Then, everyone can see
the design, read the plan, and
decide for themselves if the
beauty of our historic town
can bear up under the weight
of a bit of temporary paint.
These are the conversations
that Chestertown needs to

have in order to reconcile the
gaps between the reality of the
values we say we espouse and
the reality that members of the
Black community feel unvalued
and unwelcomed. Lastly, and
most importantly, the members
of the black community in
Chestertown do not believe
these murals will happen. They
do not have faith that
Chestertown believes they
matter. Will the town confirm
that belief, once again?”

Chestertown
Should Adopt
ACLU Voting Map

voter strength.
“The existing four-ward
election system in
C h e s t e r t ow n i s s e ve r e l y
malapportioned, and also
unfairly dilutes black voting
strength,” wrote Deborah
Jeon, legal director for the
ACLU of Maryland, in a letter
to Mayor Chris Cerino on Jan.
17. “It is imperative that the
problems of Chestertown’s
election system be corrected in
advance of the next election.”
The ACLU found that
Wards 3 and 4 had the largest
black populations, 35 and 25
percent respectively, and that
Wa r d 3 w a s s e v e r e l y
malapportioned — having
twice the number of registered
voters than Ward 1.
Jeon said the wards could
be redrawn to include a ward

with a larger population of
voting age blacks and also
achieve proportional
representation.
“It is possible to rectify the
problems
of
malapportionment and racial
fairness at the same time,”
Jeon said.
With time of the essence,
the town already has a solution
in a map provided by the
ACLU in the January letter.
The map was drawn by an
ACLU demog rapher and
should pass muster with the
constitutional and VRA
standards. The map would also
protect current incumbents
from being pushed out of
their wards.
The ACLU lamented in the
January letter that a quartercentury had passed without

reapportionment.
“Since the current election
plan is dated 1995, it appears
that the reason for this
malapportionment may be that
the Town has failed to
redistrict periodically to keep
pace with its leg al and
constitutional obligations,”
The letter said. “As a result,
Chestertown’s current system
violates the constitutional
principle of one-person, onevote.”
State law gives no
redistricting guidance to
municipalities; so local
jurisdictions are governed by
the 1965 Voting Rights Act,
court rulings and the U.S.
Constitution.
The Kent Pilot strongly
encourages the town and the
(voting mao page 3)

By Kent Pilot

The Chestertown Council
established a redistricting
committee by unanimous vote
in February to redraw the
districts by the next town
election — and so far no
progress has been made due to
the COVID-19 crisis — and
time is ticking away.
The formation of the
committee was in response to
a letter from the ACLU of
Maryland in mid-January that
implored the town to correct
its malapportioned voting
districts and increase black
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(voting map from page 2)
redistricting committee to
seriously consider adopting
the ACLU proposed map. It
would save time and money
and reaffir m the town’s
commitment to proportional
representation and racial
justice.

Remembering Teri Batchelor
Margaret Teresa “Teri”
Batchelor died July 14, 2020
after a battle with cancer. She
was 63. Born on September 9,
1956 to Clovas W. and M.
Margaret Dickerson, she was
raised on Baker Farm at her
family’s homestead near
Fairlee.
A Kent County native, she
was an early graduate of the
newly opened Kent County
High School in Worton.
Batchelor graduated from
West Virginia University in
1978 with a BS in Forest
Resource Management. She
returned to Kent County and
married Ted Batchelor.
She worked for decades as
DNR State Forester for Kent
and Queen Anne’s County
u n t i l h e r d e a t h . Te r i
established a strong
relationship with landowners
engaged in forestry
conser vation and with
generations of Kent County
school children learning about
conservation and forestry’s
role in the environment.
“We worked together for
33 years,” said Karen Miller,
Ke n t S o i l C o n s e r va t i o n
District Director. “She was so
dedicated to Kent County.”
Miller recalled Batchelor’s
commitment to education.
“We presented outdoor

education programs together
for many years,” Miller said.
“We led education programs
for every fourth grade class in
Kent County public schools
until the budget cuts of the
early 2000s.”
Miller recalled the years that
Teri led the Arbor Day Poster
contest open to school-aged
kids in Kent County and she
promoted the artwork around
the county. Batchelor was also
a force behind the start of the
annual Envirothon at Kent
County High School.
Another annual event that
Batchelor enjoyed and
promoted was the hanging of
the holiday wreath at the Kent
County Office Building at 400
High Street.
Teri and Ted eventually
moved to the Baker Farm.
They started planting
Christmas trees in 2009 and in
2018 opened up their retail
operation.
“It was always a dream of
hers to have a Christmas tree
farm,” Miller said.
Miller reminisced about
Batchelor’s quilting hobby she
picked up over the past decade.
“She was a good quilter,”
Miller said. “We would go away
on quilting retreats and sew all
day long and into the night.”
(Batchelor page 4)
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(Batchelor from Page 3)
Batchelor was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer in late 2019.
She had not formally retired
from the forest service at the
time of her death.
“She will be missed
greatly,” Miller said. “I don’t
think we will ever appreciate
just how much she did behind
the scenes.”
Batchelor is survived by her
husband, Ted, and their son,
Clay, his wife Lauren, and two
grandchildren. She is also
survived by her sister, Debbie
Radke of Timonium, nieces
and a nephew.
Funeral services will be
held on Monday, July 20 at
1:00 PM at Fellows,
Helfenbein, and Newnam
Funeral Home at 130 Speer
Road Chestertown. Relatives
and friends may call from
11:00-1:00. The funeral service
will be webcast live. Interment
will be held in St. Paul’s
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to
Pancreatic Cancer Research.
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