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Figg’s Ordinary Receives
Main America Street
“HartBeat” Grant
By Steve Meehan

Figg’s Ordinary, the gluten-free
bakery and cafe on S. Cross Street
in Chestertown, is one of 31
recipients to receive the national
HartBeat of Main Street award
under a program created by Main
Street America and The Hartford.
(see Figg’s page 2)
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Kent Public School Employees to Receive
COVID-19 Vaccines in Three Weeks
By Steve Neukam

The coronavirus vaccine is
expected to be available for Kent
County Public School employees in
the next three weeks, according to
Superintendent Karen Couch, as a
slow vaccine rollout plan hampers
Maryland’s response to the virus.
Couch, in a Dec. 31 interview,
said that her hope was for the
vaccine to be distributed to
employees at each of the individual
schools in the county. A challenge
facing the school system is to
convince employees that the vaccine
is safe and effective. Couch said that
informational sessions would be
held for employees before the
vaccine is distributed.
Couch said that about 60% of
employees have indicated that they
would be willing to receive the
vaccine — the superintendent said
that she has set an 80% vaccination

rate as the goal.
“I think that providing more
information … about the vaccine is
going to be to our advantage,” said
Couch. “We also hope that now
that one category of residents here
in the county have received their
vaccine, hopefully, word of mouth
will also contribute positively to
those that were possibly on the
fence about getting the vaccine.”
Kent Health Officer William
Webb said that the Health
Department is working closely with
the school system to coordinate
how to administer the vaccine but
said that the process had to wait
until the state gave the go-ahead to
move further down the categories
of priority for vaccination.
“It all depends on the vaccine
supply and that we get the go-ahead
from the governor’s office to move
(see School Vaccines page 2)

Remembering “Sy”
Ellenhorn, WWII Hero
By Kent Pilot

Seymour “Sy” Ellenhorn of
Chestertown, MD passed away on
December 27, 2020 at Heron Point
of Chestertown. He was 96.
Ellenhorn was born on April 24,
1924 in Brooklyn, NY the son of
the late Carl and Ida Semelmacher
Ellenhorn.
(see Ellenhorn page 3)

Chestertown’s First
Baby of the Year

(see First Baby page 3)

School Vaccines
into [category] 1-B,” said Webb.
“We’re not allowed to move
forward into a different category
without explicit permission.”
The state is currently in 1-A of
its vaccination plan, which
prioritizes healthcare workers,
nursing home residents and law
enforcement and first responders.
While Webb acknowledged that
gaining public trust for the vaccine
would be a challenge, he agreed
that word of mouth will help
drum up support for a vaccine
that he said is safe.
“I think there is a significant
amount of vaccine hesitancy right
now — educational sessions only
go so far,” said Webb. “I am
confident that the regulatory
agencies at the federal level have
spent a lot of time making sure
that this isn’t something that is
going to cause more problems
than it solves.”
A successful vaccination
program for the school system
may be a step toward more inperson instruction. Schools had
been holding in-person sessions
since September, but Couch said
the system moved back to entirely
remote learning in early December
because of problematic
coronavirus statistics in the county
and case counts in the schools.
Between six different school
buildings, there have been 25
confirmed cases of the virus since
mid-September.
Despite the disruption that the
virus has wreaked on the school
system, Couch believes that the Kent
is in a better position than other
school systems in the state.
“The good news for us is that we
have had in-person instruction — a
lot of the school systems across the
bridge have not even begun in-

Figgs

Figg’s Ordinary received a $15,000
grant. Grants of $5,000 to $15,000
were awarded.
“All of us at Figg’s Ordinary are
thrilled and honored to receive this
grant,” remarked Ingrid Hansen,
chef/owner. “We will continue the
hard work of preparing delicious and
nutritious baked goods to the
Chestertown community of which we
are proud to be a part.”
According to an announcement
from Main Street America, the awards
were given to “brick-and-mortar small
b u s i n e s s e s i n o l d e r, h i s t o r i c
downtown commercial districts across
the country to help them respond to
the COVID-19 pandemic."
“As small businesses continue to
face enormous challenges in the wake
of COVID-19, they need our support
now more than ever,” said Main Street
America’s President and CEO Patrice
Frey in the announcement. “We are
proud to partner with The Hartford
to help small business owners address
these challenges and support the
resilience of the commercial districts
that make our communities thrive.”
“These HartBeat of Main Street
grants are extremely competitive, and
we were thrilled to hear Figg’s
Ordinary was a top award winner,”
Main Street Chestertown executive
director Kay MacIntosh stated in the
announcement. “Ingrid is a hard-

working entrepreneur who is
passionate about her product and
committed to the community.”
Hansen explained that MacIntosh
had alerted her to the grant
opportunity.
“The national Main Street
organization has done this for
several years and was very well
organized,” Hansen said. She was
able to study past successful
applicants and had access to
application tools.
The grant funds will be used to
help to grow Hansen’s wholesale
operations.
“Our mission to produce
delicious and nutritious gluten-free
m e a l s a n d s n a c k s,” H a n s e n
continued. She describes a diverse
clientele, but all are focused on
“eating clean.”
“Our customers range from
persons seeking a gluten-free diet to
those pursuing keto and paleo diets,
or just older citizens with a more
limited diet,” Hansen said. “They
want to be confident what they eat
won’t make them sick.”
“We try to offer nutritious,
creative food,” Hansen continued.
“We take advantage of local
produce and cheeses to prepare our
salads and soups.”
Main Street Chestertown is part
of the 40-year-old National Main
Street Center, a subsidiary of the
N a t i o n a l Tr u s t f o r H i s t o r i c
Preservation working to revitalize
historic commercial districts.
To lear n more visit, visit
mainstreet.org
and
mainstreetchestertown.org.
Figg’s Ordinary is located at 207
S. Cross Street, Chestertown, MD.
For more menu information visit
Figg’s Ordinary online or on
Facebook. Figg’s Ordinary offers
online ordering or call
443-282-0061.
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Ellenhorn
Ellenhorn was a veteran of the
United States Air Force. He
graduated the Manhattan High
School of Aviation Trades in 1943.
His military education included
Airplane Armorer in Buckley Field
and Lowery Field, CO, as well as
Arterial Gunnery in Laredo, TX.
He went on to serve as a gunner
for the 464th Bombardment Group,
U.S. Army Air Corps in Italy from
1943-1945. He received two Air
Force Technical School diplomas:
one in Aircraft Armorer
(Bombardment) on August 31, 1943
and another in Aircraft Cannon on
September 4, 1943. He completed
training at the 213th Combat Crew
Training Station, in Mountain Home
Airfield, Mountain Home, Idaho in
1944.
Ellenhorn received the Purple
Heart Award on the 30th of
December 1944. He made his midwinter plunge in the sea when the
15th AAF Liberator ran out of gas
returning from a mission deep in
enemy territory.
In an interview prior to his death
that appeared in his obituary,
Ellhorn reflected on experience that
day.
“Weather has held up the
formation, and finally we had to
bomb a secondary target,” said
Ellenhorn “but for some reason or
another we were burning gas at a
rapid rate. We were half-way across
the Adriatic heading home when the
engine started to miss.” With the
Italian coast 30 miles away and the

gauges dropping to empty, a convoy
was sighted. The Liberator dropped
from the formation and started
heading for a water landing. “The
pilot put it up to us,” said
Ellenhorn, parachute or ride the
plane down. There wasn’t anything
that the gunners could do except
pray and a B-24 doesn’t even look
like a duck, so we bailed.” Just
before he hit the water, Ellenhorn
slipped out of his harness and
inflated his Mae West. “I bounced
around in the drink for about 25
minutes,” continued Ellenhorn
“before a British Escort vessel
nosed in to pick us up and by that
time I was colder than a Flatbush
Avenue loan shark’s heart. I was
shaking more than a couple of
jitterbugs at Roseland.”
After his service, he worked as a
gunsmith in Manhattan for over 40
years before retiring in 1987.
Ellenhorn was the “go-to” for
weapons used in theatrical and film
productions in the New York area.
He moved to Chestertown, MD
in 1990 and settled at 113 High
Street. Sy would become a local
fixture.
Bob Ramsey was a friend of
Ellenhorn’s and shared many
interests.
“We loved to sit down and talk
‘trash’,” Ramsey recalled with a
chuckle. “He was a g reat
conversationalist.”
Ramsey recalled Ellenhorn’s
serious side.
he was proud of his service in
World War II.”
Ramsey, a local arts figure and
owner of The Finishing Touch on
High Street, remembered when
Ellenhorn studied and became a
gemologist.
“After he gave up the gun
business, he took up gemology.”
“He created some wonderful

pieces,” Ramsey continued. “He
sold some in local shops and made
others for friends . . . he enjoyed the
challenge.”
Ellenhorn also took up collecting
snuffboxes.
“He became interested, really
fascinated with snuffboxes,” Ramsey
recalled. “He started going to
Dixon’s Auction in Crumpton
because of its jewelry selection. He
bought a few snuffboxes. Soon he
was traveling to snuffbox sales.”
“He had a couple of nice pieces.”
Ellenhorn is survived by two
sons, Eric Ellenhorn and Cory
(Beverly) Ellenhorn, as well as three
grandchildren, Amy, Zachary and
Zoe Ellenhorn.
In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in Ellenhorn’s name to the
Wounded Warriors Project. https://
support.woundedwarriorproject.org
A graveside service will be held in
Shrewsbury Cemetery in
Kennedyville, MD on Sunday,
January 10, 2020 at 1:00 pm.

First Baby

Au’Bree Aretter Dior Butler was
born at 4:27 p.m. Saturday, January
2, at UM Shore Medical Center at
Chestertown.
Au’Bree was 18.5 inches long and
weighed 5 pounds, 5 ounces at birth.
Her parents are Brianna Wilmer and
Tr e ’ vo n B u t l e r, b o t h o f
Chestertown. This is the couple’s
first child.
Au’Bree and her family received a
basket of gifts from UM Shore
Regional Health, including diapers,
clothes, blankets, baby bath supplies
and toiletries, bibs, pacifiers, books,
s t u f f e d a n i m a l s a n d a b a by
thermometer. Au’Bree also received
a $100 savings certificate from
Shore United Bank. (Source UMMS
Shore Regional Health)
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