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Some Downtown Residents,
Businesses Oppose Ajax
Baskeball Court
By Daniel Menefee

By Daniel Menefee

Chestertown Town Council voted
4-1 Monday to move forward with a
vo t i n g m a p p r e s e n t e d by t h e
Chestertown Redistricting
Commission.
The town will begin the process of
codifying the new districts by
ordinance and notifying residents of
their new wards.
“If you were to accept the
recommendation of the redistricting
committee we will have to do a mass
mailing to everyone advising them that
we’ve gone through the redistricting
process,” said Chestertown Zoning
Administrator Kees de Mooy to the
Town Council on Monday, March 15.
“It will be a big mailing.”
He said while many residents will
remain in their wards a “significant”
number of residents will move to a
different ward.
The new map comes 14 months
after the ACLU warned the town in a
letter on Jan. 17, 2020 to correct the
malaportionment districts and establish
a minority majority district.
The ACLU said the corrections had

to be made by the next 2021 election.
The ACLU letter followed coverage
of Chestertown’s 2019 election where
it was learned that Ward 3 had a
disproportionately higher percentage
of registered voters.
The new map corrects
malaportioned voting districts that
violate the one person, one vote rule
established in the Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment
and creates a minority-majority district
in Ward 3 that is compliant with the
1965 Voting Rights Act.
Under current law, a majorityminority district must have a minority
voting age population of at least 40
percent. Ward 3 reaches 42.35 percent
under the Redistricting Commission’s
proposal.
The redistricting commission used
2010 Census data to create the new
wards because the 2020 data is not
available until September and would
fail to give the commission enough
time to create new maps and inform
voters and potential candidates who
would seek office.
(see VOTING page 3)

In a letter preempting the March 15
Council Meeting, Tidewater Trader
Publisher Carla Johnson claimed that
the approval process for
redevelopment of the Ajax Basketball
court has been rushed forward by the
Chestertown Recreation Commission
without recognizing the concerns of
nearby residents and businesses.
“The Recreation Commission has
hastily approved an ill-conceived ‘plan’
and for some unknown reason is
rushing to the Mayor and Council with
a recommendation while myself and
others struggled over the past 3-4
months to participate in Commission
meetings remotely, and without the
benefit of draft plans to review, and in
the face of bullying by members with
minds made up,” Johnson wrote in her
March 12 letter to the Mayor and
Council.
She said she and nearby residents
and businesses have suppor ted
redevelopment of the park — but
without a full size basketball court.
“When I say “we” or “our” I am
referring to the thirty plus individuals
(adjacent and nearby property owners,
residents, business owners and
employees, and neighbors) who signed
a petition in September 2020 in
support of maintaining and improving
the pocket park and playground and
opposed to an intensification of use
(see AJAX page 3)

Kent County Tax Sale
to Go Virtual May 13
By Dan Menefee

After cancellation of 2020 property
tax in sale due to COVID-19, Kent
County will move forward with the
annual tax sale on May 13, 2021.
The tax sale will be held virtually as
a measure to avoid the risk of
s p r e a d i n g C OV I D - 1 9 . Re a l
Auction will conduct the sale.
Property owners will have until May
12 to bring their taxes current in order
to avoid going to tax sale. Property
owners can be no more than two years
behind on their taxes to avoid the tax
sale.
The County will advertise the tax
sale on April 22, 29 and May 6, and
property owners will have until April
12 to pay without the additional cost
of reimbursing the county for the
advertising expense.
The Kent Pilot will publish the tax
sale list on April 22 in the Community
Bulletin Board section.
Property owners who owe water
and sewer bills greater than $250 and
are a quarter past due will also appear
on the list.
Due to a spike last year in
COVID-19 related unemployment,
limited access to county offices and
social distancing protocols set in place
by Gov. Larry Hogan’s state of
emergency, the county moved the May
14, 2020 tax sale to August of 2020.
But in July the Commissioners
cancelled the tax sale altogether on
concerns that it would be difficult to
physically hold the tax sale at the
County office building at 400 N. High
Street and maintain safety protocols
needed to stop further spread of the
virus.
Property owners were given an
interest forgiveness period on
delinquent taxes that ran from March
to October 1 of last year.

Kent County Information Included
in National Quilt Index
Information on quilts documented
in Kent County will soon reside on the
online Quilt Index. The documentation
project, conducted in 2006-2007,
collected data on 279 quilts owned by
Kent County residents. Construction
details, fabric and patter n
identification, digital photographs, and
information about the quilt maker are
included in the quilt records. The Quilt
Index, managed by Michigan State
University, is a digital database of
thousands of images and stories about
quilts from around the world.
The Kent County quilt data includes
bed coverings made between the early
1800’s and 1950, the majority of items
constructed after 1925. Kent County’s
quilts represent a variety of quilting
techniques — red work, crazy, pieced
and appliqued. Two popular patterns
were nine patch and nine patch
variations, and grandmother’s flower
garden. Very unique within the Kent
County data are quilts made using
men’s wool suiting fabric samples and
quilts with shirt fabric scraps from the
Rock Hall shirt factory. Another item
included is the Chestertown
Homemakers quilt, created in 1976,
that hangs in the Kent County
Commissioners hearing room.
Preparing and transferring the data
for each quilt to the national Index
represents Phase 4 of a project begun
in 2006. Transferring data about the
Kent County quilts to the on-line
database makes the information
accessible to researchers, folklife
scholars and quilters worldwide . Prior
phases of the Kent Documentation
project included planning and
fundraising, conducting documentation
days, and in 2009 presenting an exhibit
of important Kent County family
quilts in three locations throughout the
county.
Both project leadership and
completion of the work efforts for all

4 phases of the project have been
completely volunteer. Beverly Birkmire
of Olde Kent Quilters has provided
overall project leadership since 2006.
Nine volunteers from the Kent County
quilting community have supported the
current phase of the project —
creating electronic records of the data
recorded on paper forms in 2006-7 and
standardizing the digital images. Olde
Kent Quilters and the Helena Hibbs
endowment of the Quilt Guild of
Dallas provided financial support to
Phase 4.
Volunteer hours for this phase total
more than 175 and six public Quilt
Documentation Days to gather
information occurred in 2006-2007.
Original participants in the
Documentation Days phase of the
project included Olde Kent Quilters
Guild, Maryland Extension, and the
Historical Society of Kent County.
Project activities in 2006-2009 received
financial support from the Kent
Cultural Alliance and Stories of the
Chesapeake. An earlier documentation
project was conducted in 1988-89 by
the Kent County Extension
Homemakers. Sixty-three quilts made
before 1934 were documented by that
effort.
For more information contact: Bev
Birkmire at birkmire@atlanticbb.net or
Jean Austin at jeanfaustin@gmail.com.
For more information about the Quilt
Index visit quiltindex.org or Facebook.
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VOTING
The new map closely resembles a
map recommended by the ACLU last
year and also keeps incumbents in their
current wards, a legal requirement
when establishing new voting districts.
The town had ignored redistricting
for 25 years as new subdivisions and
population shifts had concentrated a
disproportionate percent of
Chestertown’s voting age population in
Ward 3.
The disparity made a vote in Ward 3
worth half as much as a vote in Ward 1
and created a steeper climb for anyone
who would seek election in that ward.
The Supreme Court has interpreted
the Equal Protection Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment to require
voting districts be equal in population
to the extent possible. Any deviation
between the smallest and the largest

district in a jurisdiction is
constitutionally suspect if it exceeds 10
percent.
After 25 years of failing to
r e a p p o r t i o n t h e d i s t r i c t s, t h e
population was 70 percent more than
average in Ward 3 and 26 percent
below average in Ward 1, an overall
deviation of 96 percent.
The current 1995 ward map was
used in the 2019 election, where Wards
2 and 4 seats were on the ballot.
The new map is based on a map the
ACLU recommended in their letter to
the council dated Jan. 17, 2020.
In supporting the new ward map,
Ward 1 Councilman David Foster said
the town had dropped the ball in its
responsibility to voters.
“We should have collectively
recognized this long ago,” he said. “It’s
embarrassing.”

AJAX
(i.e., a full-sized basketball court with
lights and a covered pavilion) in such a
confined area,” Johnson wrote.
She said the group of residents and
businesses are content with the current
layout of park but are concerned about
noise and whether redevelopment of
AJAX is in keeping with the historic
district.
“Property owners, businesses, and
residents adjacent to and nearby the
pocket park are happy with the current
configuration as a dawn to dusk
playground geared towards families,
supervised children, and users of the
Gilchrest Rail Trail, inclusive of the
existing basketball rim and half court,
in terms of scale and compatibility
with the neighborhood,” she wrote to
the Recreation Commission in
December. “The existing park layout
and amenities need not be enlarged as
much as there is room for
improvements in terms of playground
equipment quality and safety and
overall aesthetics. Our preference is for
nicer and safer, not bigger and louder.”
While Johnson lamented about
noise and safety she also said Ajax
could be under utilized due to
declining school enrollment and a large
inventory of basketball courts in the
Chestertown.
“Given the declining school

enrollment trend in Kent County and
corresponding demographic
information who is expected to utilize
a new regulation-sized basketball court
at this location,” she asked. “With
several and some relatively new full
basketful courts already in
Chestertown (Carpenter Park at
Washington Park circa Sept. 2020;
Gateway Park circa May 2016;
Chestertown Middle School;
Washington College) to the average
observer there appears an abundance
of full basketball courts, and a new
YMCA that will include basketball
courts is under construction in Town.”
She also condemned comments
from Commission member Jim
Bogden, who prior to a meeting of the
commission in January claimed anyone
objecting to the redevelopment plan
for Ajax “is a racist.”
“Commission member Jim Bogden,
who has apparently been working in
tandem with Mr. Rhodes for some time
drawing up plans as the ‘tanning
committee,’ pronounced to the diverse
group in attendance that anyone
opposed to a basketball court is a
racist,” she wrote. “Such a superficial
and insulting remark by a Commission
member representing the Town has a
chilling effect on public participation
and mocks the spirit of ”Chestertown
Unites Against Racism.”

He said his ward was the worst
offender of the lopsided districts.
“We were the smallest ward, which
meant our citizens [in Ward 1] were the
most over represented.”
“We should ultimately make it a rule
that we look closely after every
census,” he said.
Ward 3 Councilman Ellsworth
Tolliver was the lone “no” vote on on
the new ward map.
“I voted to oppose the Redistricting
Project mainly because the information
used to draw the maps is based on
2010 data and does not reflect the
current status of Ward 3 or any other
Ward in the town,” he wrote in an
email to the Kent Pilot. He said he had
also hoped the ACLU would have
extended the deadline to draw the new
line until after the 2020 data was
available.
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