Thanks To Our Sponsors!

Friday, March 26, 2021

Free

Bill To End ICE Detention
Centers in Maryland Moves
to the Senate
By Daniel Menefee

Kent’s Vaccination
Program a Success
By Daniel Menefee

Who would have thought exactly a year
ago that three COVID-19 vaccines would
be available and 7,000 doses would make
it into the arms of Kent County residents.
In April of 2020, health experts,
including Dr. Anthony Fauci, predicted it
would take 18 months at best before a
vaccine was approved and available to the
public.
But eight months later in December
Kent County residents began receiving the
Moderna vaccine.
“It’s truly a testament to the scientific
ingenuity of our country,” said Kent
Health Officer William Webb during a
tour of the vaccination clinic at the Kent
County Community Center in Worton.
He said the logistics of getting citizens
vaccinated has been a massive community
wide effort of health care professionals
and an army of volunteers.
“The logistics you see here today is the
end result of many individuals who’ve
worked for months to do the planning
and communications,” he said looking out
over the system he designed to handle

vaccine traffic at the community center.
“Getting everyone vaccinate is the ticket
to ending this crisis.”
The clinic has eight vaccination stations
staffed by a registered nurse and an
assistant at each table. The registered
nurse takes a history and administers the
shot and the assistant records the time of
vaccination and prepares the paperwork
that includes an immunization card for
record keeping.
Following the shot, residents are asked
to wait 15 minutes in a designated area to
ensure no adverse reactions occur.
Webb was adamant in recognizing all
of the volunteers who make the clinic
move seamlessly.
“At every clinic the Lion’s Club is here
faithfully moving people through the
process.” He said. “There is also a
significant number of retired heath care
workers that are making the vaccination
program a success.”
Webb said there is an outreach effort
underway to encourage those leery of
vaccinations to make an appointment.
(see SUCCESS page 3)

Maryland could soon be out of the
business of detaining immigrants if the
Senate passes a bill that cleared the House
of Delegates last week by a veto proof
86-44 majority in the Democratic
controlled chamber.
The bill passed the House a day before
crossover day, the last day during the 90day session when one chamber can pass a
bill to the other for consideration without
added procedural road blacks. Bills can
still get passed after crossover day but the
hurdles are greater as the session comes to
a close.
The Dignity Not Detention Act would
prohibit county governments from
entering into agreements with ICE or
private prison companies contracted by
the agency to hold detainees.
The bill further prohibits the counties
of Frederick, Howard, and Worcester
from renewing existing contacts with ICE.
The three counties have enjoyed a
windfall from detention center agreements
over the last decade and together receive
nearly $10 million in federal payments
annually to house immigrant detainees.
Worcester alone receives $5.2 million,
which represents over half of the county’s
$10 million detention center budget.
Frederick County receives $1 million and
Howard County receives $2.9 million.
Immigrant advocacy groups say the
agreements with the three county
governments incentivize holding as many
immigrants as long as possible because
(see DETENTION page 3)

Publisher’s Note: Happy
20th Anniversary, Sultana
This week marks the 20th
Anniversary of the launch of the Sultana.
That Saturday in 2001 could not have
been more picture perfect – clear, nearly
cloudless skies and almost balmy
weather. In short, it was a glorious day
when the vessel, a replica of the 18th
century brigantine Sultana, christened in
1768, was lifted off its waterside cradle
and placed in the Chester River. The
launch production drew large crowds.
Every inch of waterfront was filled with
people wanting to see a piece of history
in the making.
I often return in my mind’s eye to the
morning of Friday, March 23, 2001 – the
day when the power was shut down and
downtown residents and workers poured
onto the sidewalks to watch the vessel’s
progress from its birthplace at Cannon
and Mill Streets along South Cross and
down High Street to the waterfront.
The route to river required turning off
power downtown to clear overhead lines
from the path. Once the power went off
and work halted that morning, my staff
and I walked down from the office on
Church Alley to the corner of High and
Court Streets where I took up a spot with
Stam’s Hall behind me. The crowds
along the streets were easily five people
deep and there was another layer of
youth watching from atop shoulders.
Drew McMullen, Sultana Education
Foundation president, and boatwright
John Swain had been working towards

Cannon Streets. The town’s long-term
commitment is most singularly
demonstrated in its acquisition and
renovation of the marina property that
has provided permanent berths for
Sultana and other historic vessels of the
Chester River.
“That day was the culmination of
tens of thousands of hours of work by
hundreds and hundreds of people–but
most notably builder John Swain who
put everything he had into the project,”
Drew McMullen recalled for The Kent
Pilot. “Twenty years later, the results of
that hard work are evident around town
and around the Chesapeake. More than
100,000 students — a couple generations
worth from regional schools – have now
sailed on Sultana’s decks.”
“The organization the building of
Sultana helped create – the Sultana
Education Foundation – has grown
beyond anything we could have
imagined in 2001 and now serves tens of
thousands of students, teachers and
families around the Chesapeake. Our
only regret is that we can’t mark the
occasion in the way we’re accustomed to
– with a big event. Hopefully we can
rectify this at our Downrigging Weekend
Festival this fall which will celebrate the
schooner SULTANA’s 20th operating
season.”

that day since they had met in 1998. The
financing and construction effort was
momentous. It literally took a village. By
March 2001, the avid public anticipation
was at a high level after following
the Sultana dream to the launch weekend
reality.
The Sultana was launched and its
mast seated into placed that day. The
vessel’s rigging and sails followed. It has
served as Chestertown’s traveling
ambassador since then. At home, the
Sultana Education Foundation has
delivered on its promise of a living Happy 20th Anniversary, Sultana.
classroom that has introduced history The Kent Pilot
and the environment to two decades of
elementary school age children. The
impact of the Sultana is easily measured
by the fact that since onset of COVID-19
shutdowns gone is the excited banter of
students as the toured our streets. We
sorely missed Downrigging Festival
2020-hopefully just this once.
The Sultana and the people of
Chestertown have developed a symbiotic
relationship over the past two decades.
The town embraced this idea-a nautical
living history project for a colonial
riverfront town. The ship has set a tone
for drivers crossing the Chester River
Bridge or upriver to the port.
Chestertown has provided a great
incubator. The Sultana Education
Foundation flourished and invested in
the community demonstrated in the
Sultana Education Center at Cross and
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ICE pays the counties per detainee.
Advocacy groups also say the vast
majority of the detainees are law abiding
citizens being held in “deplorable
conditions.”
The Republican minority in the House
last week made sweeping claims the bill
threatens public safety and attracts illegal
immigrants to Maryland.
There’s been no evidence that
immigrants pose any more of a danger to
communities than non-immigrants.
In floor debate on Friday, Delegate
Nino Mangione, R-Baltimore County, said
the bill was “a billboard to every single
illegal alien in this country to come to
Maryland.”
Del. Jesse T. Pippy, R-Frederick, said
the bill suggests that “if you are here
illegally and commit additional crimes
there are no consequences.”
“This legislation usurps local authority
and will have a significant adverse impact
on public safety,” he said.
But the bill’s author, Vaughn Stewart,
D-Montgomery, said the agreements with
ICE have little to do with public safety.
“The bill is about a depraved federal
agency paying counties and private prison
companies to pick up regular Marylanders
for dumb reasons and subject them to
inhumane conditions,” he said during
floor debate on Friday. “The bill stops
counties and private prison companies
from profiting from the mistreatment of
our neighbors.”
Stewart spoke of a man named Pedro
who came to the US when he was seven in
1998 and was recently placed in detention
for eight months, of which 45 days was
spent in solitary confinement.
Pedro told the House Judiciary
Committee that conditions at the

detention centers were “horrendous” and
that a man in the cell next to him was
contemplating suicide.
Stewart said history would look back
on the detention centers with “horror.”
The three detention centers have been
cited in audits for illegal conduct that
included excessive strip searches and
failure to provide medical treatment.
Stewart said supporting the bill was a
vote for human decency.
“Maryland is better than ICE and its
detention centers,” he said.
Delegate David Moon, DMontgomery, a co-sponsor of the bill, said
the anti-immigrant sentiment opposing
the bill in recent days was an attempted to
instill prejudice and fear by connecting the
immigrant community to 911 and
COVID-19.
“A majority of these ICE detainees are
not criminals,” he said. “The crime for
most of them was crossing the border.”
He said a large percentage of current
ICE detainees were picked up during
traffic stops.
“When we allow the counties to
AirBNB all these spare jail cells they fill
them with our neighbors, the non-criminal
ones,” he said.
He said passage of the bill would send
a clear message that Maryland does not
“balance budgets using family separation.”
The bill was inspired in part by the
Town of Sudlersville’s vote last year to
rezone town property to accommodate a
detention center for Immigration Centers
of America – in an attempt to mitigate the
town’s staggering debt. The plan met
opposition from the community and ICA
eventually pulled out claiming “federal
funding issues.”
In a statement to the Kent Pilot on
Tuesday, Del. Steve Arentz, R-Queen

SUCCESS
“There are simply people out there who
don’t like getting vaccines and we are
trying to convey that these vaccines have
been tested thoroughly and are proven to
be safe and effective in preventing sever
disease and hospitalizations,” he said.
“There’s been no cases of adverse allergic
reactions as a result of getting the vaccine
here in Kent.”
Webb was optimistic about the near
future for fully vaccinating everyone in
Kent.
“Vaccine availability will be increasing
significantly in the next three weeks as
new mass vaccination sites are coming

online by the hundreds throughout the
state,” he said. “Gov. Larry Hogan is
expecting to have the entire state
vaccinated by July 1. That is the
governor’s goal and we are going to work
very hard to make that a reality.”
He said it was possible that Kent could
be fully vaccinated sooner than the July 1
goal.
“We’re doing better compared to a lot
of other counties,” he said. “It’s our goal
to get everyone vaccinated as soon as
possible.”
He said Kent County was in top
quarter of the 24 jurisdictions with regard
to the pace of vaccinations.

Anne’s, said immigrant detention centers
provided well paying jobs and that being
in the US illegally is a crime.
“The bill as written stops three of our
detention centers from housing illegal
immigrants, Illegal immigrants that have
committed additional crimes in this
country,” he said in written statement.
“This bill would require them being
moved to another facility in another state.
This bill represents jobs in Maryland, well
paying jobs. While many want to argue
circumstance the bottom line is the word
‘illegal.’ How does anyone expect us to
willingly disobey the law? By now you
would have expected Congress and the
Senate to address this very serious issue in
our country.”
Arentz provided nothing to support
the comment that detainees in Maryland
committed additional crimes besides
crossing the border.
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