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Tolliver Seeks to Fill
Mayor Seat Following
Cerino’s Resignation
By Daniel Menefee

Mayor Chris Cerino Resigns Citing
Physical and Mental Toll of Office
By Daniel Menefee

Mayor Chris Cerino resigned from
office Tuesday, April 6, 2021, citing the
strain of the job that has taken a
mental and physical toll on him during
the last seven-plus years in office.
Cerino was not present at the
meeting and his resignation letter was
read by Chestertown Town Manager
Bill Ingersoll.
“This is not a decision to be taken
lightly, and comes after hours of soul
searching, conversations with my wife
and children, and ultimately at the
direction of our family physician,”
Cerino wrote in the letter Ingersoll
read to the town council. “Over the
past several days, my emotional state
has become increasingly unstable.
While this is embarrassing to reveal in
a public forum, I must now be honest
with myself – and with you – in
acknowledging that the stress levels I
have endured for the past seven years
are significantly impacting my mental
health and physical well being.”
He said his situation would likely

improve over the long term but that it
was “urgent” that he take steps now to
improve his current state.
Cerino praised all the committees,
volunteers and town staff for the
town’s accomplishments during his
seven-plus years that included social
justice initiatives and the completion
of capital projects.
After reading the letter, Ingersoll
lauded the tenure of Cerino.
“This is very sad news,” Ingersoll
said. “I’ve been here through at least
four mayors, some of who had long
terms, and this gentleman has done
right, up there with all of them…the
best. He had a big heart, he was not
swayed politically at any time by the
issues and I’m proud to have worked
with him.”
Cerino was elected in 2013, and won
re-election in 2017, in part on the
p r o m i s e o f s av i n g t h e t ow n’s
dilapidated marina. In November of
2019 the marina project was completed
and the marina center building now
bears his name.

The clock started ticking to appoint
a new mayor following the resignation
of Chestertown Mayor Chris Cerino
on Tuesday, April 6.
Ward 3 Councilman Ellsworth
Tolliver said in a brief interview on
Wednesday that he will seek the
support of current council members to
fill the seat vacated by Cerino. If
nominated, Tolliver would be the first
African American in the town’s history
to hold the mayor’s seat.
The town council has 45 days to
select a new mayor before the
Chestertown Board of Election
Supervisors would take over the
process and hold an election in the
interim — ahead of the town’s 2021
election when Wards 1 and 3 and the
mayor’s seat are on the ballot.
According to the town charter, the
town council could vote to appoint a
registered voter of the town who has
lived in the town limits for not less
than two years from the prior election,
is a U.S. citizen and is at least 25 years
of age. (see Tolliver page 3)

A Trip Down the Savannah
River, Part Two
By Bill Minus

With fuel tanks full, we still had
another night of camping on the river
and a half-day’s travel to Savannah.
As planned, we left the spare gas
cans behind for refueling on the way
back upriver.
I found the second day to be a tiring
one, so, as soon as we were back on
the river, I started looking for a
campsite for the night. This time, it
turned out to be on a large sandbar on
the north shore of the river. The thick
forest behind the open sandbar was
almost jungle-like. This time, I made
the boys help set up camp and gather
firewood for the night before going
exploring.
We still had a few hours of daylight,
so I decided I would try a little fishing.
The rods and reels I had brought were
rigged for bass fishing with a light test
line. This was not a fishing trip, so my
gear was really not suited for the large
catfish I had heard stories about being
pulled from this river.
I stood at the water’s edge casting
various lures and enjoying the late
afternoon fall sunshine. The river
current was slow and the sparkle of the
sun mesmerizing. I soon found myself
almost automatically casting and not
really paying much attention, when the
boys came running back with tales of a
graveyard they had discovered. They
had climbed a high bluff back in the
woods, when they found themselves in
a graveyard. I think it had spooked
them a bit, and they had returned to be
sure I was still there.
I had been enjoying the quiet, so I
sent them off with instructions to find
the oldest date on the gravestones —
followed by the always automatic, “Be

careful and don’t stay too long.” They
were off.
Supper that night was a simple, but
fun, weenie roast. The night was cool
and just being around a campfire felt
good. Earlier, as I was getting the hot
dogs from the cooler, I decided to
sacrifice one as bait for a catfish. I put
a larger hook and a couple of heavy
lead weights on the line and added half
of a hot dog. Catfish are bottom
feeders, so I just sent the dog, hook
and weights flying to the center of the
river to sink to the bottom — and
waited. After setting the drag to allow
the line to slowly play out if taken by a
fish, the rod was left unattended in a
rod holder on the boat.
After enjoying my second hotdog, I
took a lantern to check, and, sure
enough, the line was slowly playing
out. I set the hook with a jerk and
could immediately feel something
pulling back. I called for the boys and
started reeling. About half of the line
had been taken. There was something
a bit scary about knowing there was
something on the other end of the line
in a dark river miles from nowhere. I
played on this with the boys. Was it a
monster catfish, an alligator, an eel or
an unknown creature? The line
snapped, so we’ll never know.
The next morning we woke up to
what sounded like a war had broken
out. It was duck season and the early
morning hunters were blasting away.
Later that morning, we motored into
the lower reaches of the river where it
spread out, and the channel became
hard to follow. Before I knew it, we
were in what must have been an old
rice paddy, and had run aground. The

motor shut down, and the boys gave
me a frightened look. I was able to
raise the motor and we poled our way
back to the channel where the motor
started, but would run at only about
half-speed.
It wasn’t long, as we limped
downstream, before we started seeing
new channel markers, and, for the first
time in two days, I knew exactly where
we were. Using navigation charts, I
could get us to a marina.
I had planned all along to spend a
night in a Savannah hotel where Peter’s
father would pick him up. We left the
boat to be checked out, and were soon
enjoying showers and even room
service.
It was Robert Burns who wrote:
“The best-laid plans of mice and men
often go awry.” The next morning
proved that to be true. The marina
called to say that in running aground,
sand had been sucked into the motor
and parts would need to be ordered
and replaced. The really bad news was
that this could take a week or more.
There we were, over 300 miles from
home, in Savannah, with a wounded
boat and my Jeep in a parking lot — in
Augusta.
A trip back upriver was now
impossible. Madison never said so, but
I would bet he was saying to himself,
“That’s just fine with me. Get me back
to McDonalds, the radio and my bed.”
I rented a car and went to the
marina where we loaded all our gear
from boat to car — then off to
Augusta, 130 miles away. Transferred
everything from the rental car to the
Jeep, turned in the rental car, got a ride
back to the Jeep, and off to Highlands
— another 170 miles and home. Thank
God for credit cards.
The trip that was meant to be an
adventure and learning experience had
turned into an exercise in problemsolving.
Two weeks later, with an empty
trailer in tow, I returned to Savannah
to reclaim our boat. I did not even
think about retrieving those gas cans
we left in that man’s yard, but I have
often wondered what he must have
thought when we never returned.
Bill Minus lives in Chestertown, Maryland
where he writes about his observations and
memories.
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Hogan Likely to Veto Landmark Police
Reform Bill, Lawmakers Say
By Bryan Renbaum, MarylandReporter.com

Maryland’s lawmakers representing
both sides of the political aisle said
Thursday that they believe it is likely
that Gov. Larry Hogan will veto all or
part of a package of five landmark
police reform bills that the General
Assembly recently approved.
The legislation was approved on
Wednesday after noon following
extensive debate and a slew of
amendments. It includes provisions
that make it harder for police to obtain
no-knock warrants. It places limits on
the use of excessive force and
increases penalties for officers who do
so without just cause. It makes it easier
for members of the public to obtain
officer personnel records. It will
eventually require all police officers to
wear body cameras when they are on
duty.
Should Hogan decide to veto the
legislation, it is considered likely that
the veto will be overridden given that
Democrats have a near-supermajority
in both the House of Delegates and
the Senate.
“I believe that it was anticipated that
the governor would veto the public
safety-police reform packages,” Sen. Jill
Car ter (D-Baltimore City) told
MarylandReporter.com. “And I think
that the bills passed on both sides with
enough votes to override a veto. So I
hope we override the veto as soon as
possible.”
Carter, who sits on the Senate
Judicial Proceedings Committee and
was at the forefront of crafting the
framework of the legislation, rejected
the notion that it might hinder police
enforcement actions.
“I think that’s a red herring issue
that opponents of police reform are
pushing. We want police with honor
and integrity to join our forces and stay
on our forces. And those that don’t
want to be accountable and have
transparency-they really have no place
in the profession of policing.”
Del. Haven Shoemaker (R-Carroll),
like Carter, said that he too expects the

governor to veto the legislation.
“I would expect that he is going to
veto at least of a couple of those, if
not all of them. I don’t know. But I
expect there will be some vetoes.”
Shoemaker said that while he would
like Hogan to veto most of the bills in
the package, he has some concerns
about a potential veto of a bill that
mandates the use of body cameras
despite having voted against the
legislation.
“The only one that I have some
trepidation about as far as urging him
to veto would be the bill with regard to
body cameras. I think there is almost
universal support for the notion of
equipping police officers with cameras.
My concern with the posture of that
bill as it passed is that it is an unfunded
mandate.”
Sen. Johnny Ray Salling (RBaltimore County) also said that he
expects Hogan to veto the legislation.
“I think he will. We are urging the
governor to do that.”
Hogan’s communications director,
Michael Ricci, did not immediately
respond to a request for comment
about the legislation by the deadline
for this story.
Ricci told the Baltimore Sun on
Wednesday evening that Hogan will
“give thoughtful consideration to
whatever bills come to his desk.”
The governor made similar remarks
in a radio interview on Thursday
morning.
By law the governor has six days,
excluding Sundays, to make a decision
on legislation sent to his desk while the
General Assembly is in session.
Lawmakers are scheduled to
adjourn “Sine Die” on Monday April
12.
Police reform has arguably been the
dominant issue of the 2021 legislative
session.
Passage of the landmark legislation
comes as the trial of the Minneapolis
police officer charged in the killing of
George Floyd is nearing its conclusion.

That incident, which occurred almost a
year ago, has led to a nationwide effort
to address police misconduct and
systemic inequities in policing.
Update: In a statement on Thursday
evening Hogan announced that he
vetoed two bills. One would have
prohibited minors convicted as adults
from being sentenced to life in prison
without the possibility of parole. The
other would have expanded the
applicability of the state’s prevailing
wage law to certain public works
contracts.
Senate President Bill Ferguson
shortly thereafter responded to
Hogan’s announcement on the vetoes
in a brief statement.
“These two bills bring increased
fairness to our procurement and
criminal justice systems. I am confident
the General Assembly will override
these vetoes before we adjourn Sine
Die.”
Tolliver
There’s no requirement to select a
sitting council member but it’s more
than likely that the next mayor will be
appointed from the remaining roster
of council members.
Tolliver and Ward 1 council member
David Foster are the most senior
members of the town council.
If council members appoint a fellow
sitting member for mayor then the
sitting member’s vacant seat must be
filled by a registered voter of the town
who is at least 21 years of age and has
resided in the town for not less than
one year from the previous election —
and not less than 30 days from the
previous election in the district of the
vacant seat.
The search for a new mayor comes
as the town is facing numerous
challenges; among them, ongoing
issues with the hospital oil spill,
redevelopment of the Ajax basketball
cour t, passing the new voting
redistricting plan and the urgency for
truth and reconciliation with the town’s
racist past.
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