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Rec Commission, Residents Meet on
Future of Wilmer Park Playground
By Susie Fordi

The Chestertown Recreation
Commission held a meeting Monday
evening at Wilmer Park to discuss
plans for a future playground there.
Families and community members
were invited to join the meeting to
give input for the design. About 50
people attended.
Originally the playground was
designed with input from the
recreation commission after a vote by
the Chestertown Town Council was
passed in July 2020 for a grant
application of over $200,000 to fund
the project.
The proposed location of the
playground is inside the loop closest
to Quaker Neck Road, according to
the town council website. Orange
t r a f fi c c o n e s w e r e p l a c e d t o
demarcate the footprint of the future

park for the attendees.
Recreation Commission President
Jim Bogden introduced the meeting’s
agenda, which included setting the
parameters for the meeting and
forming a committee of attendees to
lead the design process further.
Rosie Ramsey Granillo, a member
of the commission, welcomed anyone
in attendance to write their Wilmer
Park Playground “Dos” and “Don’ts”
on sticky notes to be placed on their
respective pads of paper in front of
the crowd. This technique would
“make sure everyone can get their
piece on the pad,” Granillo said.
Even the children in attendance
were able to add their piece. A craft
table was set up at the meeting
covered with large sheets of paper
(see Wilmer Park page 3)

Historical Society
Presents First Roger D.
Brown Scholarship
The Historical Society of Kent
County marked the occasion of its
85th annual meeting on Sunday by
presenting Jonathan Conner, of Rock
Hall, with the first Roger D. Brown
History Scholarship.
Gibson Anthony, outgoing Society
president, presented Conner with a
$500 check. Conner, who just
graduated from Kent County High
School, was selected as the
outstanding history graduate of his
2021 class. Conner is joining the
U.S. Navy and plans to attend college
when he completes his service.
Conner is the son of Rita and
Jason Conner. He is the grandson of
Nancy and Barry Conner and Ara
DeConti, all of Rock Hall.
The Roger D. Brown Scholarship
was established by the Society in
2020 in recognition of the 30+ years
of service by Roger D. Brown as he
(see Scholarship page 3)

Linda Hall's Odessa
Exhibit: An Art Adventure
Under an Hour Away
By Kate Meehan

Potpourri of the Palette,” an
exhibition of exquisite watercolors by
award-winning artist Linda Hall, has
been mounted in the restored First
National Bank of Odessa building (c.
1855). Please check your calendars as
the exhibition closes June 30. There
is no admission fee.
The artist, Linda Hall, has lived in
Kent County’s Betterton since 1997.
Her years of study, teaching,
exhibiting and winning awards in
many juried art shows, and working
in the design field have placed her in
many settings. As an artist, she
reflects, “Since I have painted for the
past twenty years on the Eastern
Shore, marveling at its beautiful light
on water, fields and changing skies, it
amounts to a magical place for the
painter.”

residences to elegant interiors of fine
antiques to a house that was a stop on
the Underground Railroad.
To top it off, an excellent
restaurant, Cantwell’s Tavern, is
across the street from the art show
ready to tempt you for lunch or
dinner. Known in 1822 as Cantwell’s
Bridge Hotel and Tavern, this
restaurant offers an up-to-date and
interesting menu of delicious fare in a
friendly 18th century tavern setting.
To find out more:

The Exhibition and Tours:
Historic Odessa Foundation:
302-378-4119
Cantwell’s Tavern: 302-376-0600
Please note: Linda Hall’s work is also on
exhibit at The Artists’ Gallery, 239 High
Her paintings capture that light and Street, in Chestertown.

invite the viewer to feel a connection
with the various subjects. Her pieces
are not just portrayals of beauty, but
uplifting and realistic and totally
satisfying — studies that everyone
can relate to.
If you have never been to Odessa,
Delaware, you are in for a treat. This
picturesque historic village is literally
next door to Middletown and a
complete contrast.
The town is a living open-air
museum in itself — primarily 18th
and 19th century architecture that has
been preserved and is now interpreted
through tours (ticket required) or an
easy stroll among residences and
museum-owned properties. The tour
includes a wide range of period living
styles from the more informal
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Scholarship
retired as Society treasurer.
At its meeting, the Society also
elected four directors, two for the first
time and two who have previously
served as directors. The new
directors are Gordon Wallace and
Darius Johnson. The returning
directors are former Society president
Steve Frohock and director Jennifer
Moore, a local preservationist who
has been on the Society board for
three years.
Johnson is a Kent County native
and a 2015 Washington College
graduate. After working in the greater
Baltimore area, Mr. Johnson returned to
the Eastern Shore when he joined the
Eastern Shore Land Conservancy as
Communications Manager. He has
recently relocated professionally to Kent
County as the Executive Director of the
non-profit Kent Housing Alliance. He is
a member of the board of directors for

the Stories of Chesapeake Heritage
Area and a member of the
Washington College Alumni Board.
Wallace is a Kent County native
and a 2019 graduate of Stevenson
University with a degree in digital
marketing. A talented artist and
videographer, Mr. Wallace was cocurator of the “Amazing People” oral
history series produced by RiverArts.
He is also the curator for the two
guest exhibits at the Bordley Building
by Sumner Hall, including the current
exhibit featuring the James Taylor
Justice Coalition. He is a member of
the Chestertown Public Arts
Committee and the Arts &
Entertainment District Advisory
Board, as well as being
communications and media
coordinator for Sumner Hall. He is
the founder of Pick6Digital.
The Society also elected officers:
Barbara Jorgenson of Chestertown as
president; Gibson Anthony of Still
Pond as vice president, Bridget
Mahoney of Chestertown as treasurer,

and Erik Gulbrandsen of Fairlee as
secretary.
“We are particularly proud of our
new board,” said incoming president
Barbara Jorgenson. “For the past
several years, we have tried to expand
the reach of our board into every
corner of the county, as well as across
generations. This year ’s board
members hail from the Bay to the
Sassafras to the Chester—and range
in age from 80 to 20’s. It is our goal to
ensure that our local history is
accessible and relevant to all ages. I
believe this board will help achieve
that goal.”
The 85th annual meeting was held
at the home of members Susan and
Bronson Percival. It was well
attended with more than 40 members
and guests present, including board
member Robert Bryan of
Kennedyville, whose grandfather was
among the founders of the Society 85
years ago.
The Historical Society of Kent
County is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the collection,
preservation, interpretation, and
sharing of all aspects of Kent
County’s history. Its headquarters is
at The Bordley History Center, in the
heart of downtown Chestertown at the
corners of High and Cross Streets. Its
museum and gift shop are open every
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., but its
window exhibits on High Street are
always open. Its research library is
open by appointment only.

Wilmer Park
and markers, with a sign “Draw Your
Dream Playground” in bubble letters
written in the center. The children
drew swing sets, spinning seats, tall
rock walls, animal sculptures, slides,
and even a roller coaster.
The parents had many of their own
ideas too, as the “Dos” section was
overflowing with suggestions. The
most popular requests were also a
swing set (not included in the original
design), areas with shade, baby
swings, a zip line, and toddler to
tween options to make the space as
versatile as possible. There was also a
suggestion to have restrooms.
The “Don’ts” section of the board
included pushing the recreation
c o m m i s s i o n t o fi t r e g u l a r
maintenance into the budget for the
space.
A small committee was formed at
the meeting to take on the requests,
hopes, and dreams from those in
attendance and make them a reality
within the playground’s design.
To g e t i n v o l v e d v i s i t t h e
Chestertown Recreation Commission
on Facebook.

Please contact:
director@kentcountyhistory.org
www.kentcountyhistory.org
301 High Street, Chestertown, MD 21620
(410) 778-3499
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